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Twenty Third  
Sunday of the Year C 

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St Johnõs, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DEñTel No 01294 463225 

St Johnõs Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com 

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St Maryõs, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BWñTel No 01294 463461 

St Maryõs Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com 

St John the Evangelist           Our Lady Star of the Sea 
 Stevenston             Saltcoats  
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Catherine (Kate) Clarke R.I.P.  

Catherineõs Funeral will take place tomorrow (Monday) at 10am in St Maryõs  

John Joseph Smyth R.I.P. 

Johnõs Prayers of Reception will take place tomorrow (Monday) at 6pm in St Johnõs 

His Funeral Mass will take place on Tuesday at 10am  

+May they rest in peace+ 

EMBRACING CHANGE PROCESS.   As a deanery we are looking to recruit a small number of people to refresh the Steering 
Group of Embracing Change (EC) process.  The Steering Group sits alongside the EC Groups (Spirituality, Outreach to the 
Poor, Formation  for Ministry etc.), and ensure that Groups are adhering to the overall EC aim and tackling their particular remit 
effectively.  The Steering  Group should be a driving force  and a critical friend that is  constructive and candid.  Steering Group 
process, an awareness of  óthe bigger pictureô.  In particular we especially need people who can animate and energise groups.  If 
you would be willing to be considered for the role, please speak to Canon Martin Poland .  Thank You. 

POPE FRANCIS LAST MONDAY 29TH AUGUST.  Pope Francis met with Mark Zuckerberg, founder and CEO of Facebook, and his wife, 
Priscilla Chan, in a private audience in the Vatican today.  The Holy See Press Office said: "They spoke about how to use communication 
technologies to alleviate poverty, encourage a culture of encounter, and help deliver a message of hope, especially to those people who are 
most disadvantaged."  Mark Zuckerberg wrote on his Facebook page: "It was a meeting we'll never forget. You can feel his warmth and kind-
ness, and how deeply he cares about helping people."   w.indcatholicnews.com 
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR WEEKLY COLLECTIONS.    St Maryõs: £828.35 (Envelopes £476.73; Cash £351.62 )  

St Johnõs £696.41 (Envelopes £604.64; Cash £91.77);  SCIAF £72.01;  Building and Renovations £120.51.  Collection 

envelopes will be returned to the parish of issue and added into the following weeks figures.  

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION.  Will take place at all masses next weekend for the Retired Priests Fund.  Envelopes will be 

available for anyone wishing to Gift Aid their donation.  With the increasing number of retired Priests in the Diocese and 

the charges for residential nursing home care we appeal for your generosity to alleviate these costs for those who have 

served the Diocese faithfully over the years. 

 

PARISH HALLS.  To book any of our halls please call Trina on 467468 for St Maryõs and Rosemary on 466129 for St 

Johnõs.  Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking. 

 

RCIA.  Anyone interested in joining the Church or finding out more about the Catholic Faith should contact Canon 

Martin about the RCIA programme.   

 

ST. JOHNõS  FUNERAL TEAS .   Further information from Christina Harnett on 07562360517 or 01294 466084.  

 

SUNDAY TEAS.  After 10am Mass in St Maryõs. After 11.30am Mass in St Johnõs.  Feel free to pop in for a wee cuppa. 

 

TUESDAY LUNCH CLUB.  Every Tuesday in St Maryõs parish hall  from 10.30am till 2pm.  Food served until 

12.30pm. 

 

ST. JOHNõS KEEP FIT.  Restarts on Monday September 5th at 2pm in St Johnõs Church Hall.  New members very wel-

come including any from St. Maryõs who would like to join us in our sessions of fairly relaxed activity to suit all levels of 

fitness. 

 

CHURCH CLEANERS.  Thursdayõs after 10am Mass in St Maryõs & Tuesdayõs at 7.30pm in St Johnõs.  Help welcome. 

 

POETRY GROUP.  Meets every last Thursday of the month in St Maryõs parish hall at 7.15pm. 

 

S.V.D.P.  Please call 07796237890 for Saltcoats and call 07498501326 for Stevenston. 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION.  Meet on Monday evenings at 7pm in St Johnõs parish house.  

 

BULLETIN NOTICES.  If you wish anything in the parish bulletin please contact Lorna by Thursday for both at St. 

Maryõs and St Johnõs for the next few weeks on 463461 or email:  mail@rcsaltcoats.com. 
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Those who are sick: Bishop Nolan, Fr Keith, Moi-
ra Cunningham, Mrs Sarah Gray, Jacqueline Con-
nell,  Billy McCann, Annie Thompson, Jim Prior, 
Matthew Brady Jnr, Marie Quinn, Elaina Mona-
ghan, Morna Ingram,  Maureen West (Ireland), 
Grace Birney, John Harrison, Mark McMurdo 
(Oxford), Baby Lois Andrew,  Fiona White, Alex 

Doherty, Frances Crawford,   Mary McKenzie,  Leslie Mee-
chan, Amie McCann,  Andrew Campbell, Mrs Kelly, Jennifer 
Tawse, Susan Garland, Matt Lynch, Anne Hand, Sean & Mona 
Gilsenan (New York) and Eve Abernethy (Liverpool) 
Those who have an anniversary: James OôMeara, Charles 
McRoberts, Peter McConnell, Edward McConnell, Bertie 
McConnell, William Burns, May Rourke, Catherine Banner-
man, Esther Gaston, James McCubbin Snr, George Murray, 
Tony Fraser, Robert Lewis, Anne Law, Michael Pollock, James 
OôMeara, Claire Gough, Michael McDermott, Daniel Calla-
ghan, Patrick Coleman, Eddie McGuire, Monica (O'Hare) Bell 
(5th Ann), George McCulloch, John Quinn (1st Ann), Hugh 
McCutcheon, May Gibson and David Munn 
Those who have died recently: Bridget Marshall, Ellen 
McGeady (Donegal), Lily Millon (Belfast), Ethna McKenna, 
John Smyth, Catherine (Kate) Clarke, Luigi Tortolano, Peter 
Fee, Bobby Dalton, Wullie Hastings (Coatbridge), Raymond 
Slattery and Philip Kean Snr 

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

 
 

Special Intentions: Carla Marie Dickie 
(RIP Birthday wishes) 
 

Anniversary:  Mary Conti, Rona 
McNamara, Emily Carney, James 
OôMeara, Charles McRoberts, Peter 
McConnell, Edward McConnell, Bertie 
McConnell, William Burns, May Rourke, 
Catherine Bannerman, Esther Gaston, 
James McCubbin Snr and George Murray 
 

Recently Deceased: Bridget Marshall, 
Ellen McGeady (Donegal), Lily Millon 
(Belfast), Ethna McKenna, Catherine 
(Kate) Clarke and John Smyth 
 

 

Masses are celebrated also by Priests in country parishes 
in  our Diocese, retired priests, Fr Keith, Fr Gerard 
McCabe & Mission Matters Scotland (Pontifical Mission 
Societies). 
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Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Canon Matt McManus, St Peterôs, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Wininôs, Kilwinning 552276.   

RC Chaplain at Crosshouse Hospital is Deacon Bill Corbett  01292 521208 

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted. 
Ask the ward Sister to let Deacon Corbett know you are admitted and would appreciate a routine visit. 

In an emergency situation ask the nurse on duty for the priest-on-call to be paged. 



ST MARYõS MINIBUS.  Following requests in recent bulletins, a number of volunteer drivers have been identified for 

inclusion on a new minibus rota to meet the needs of parishioners attending mass on a Saturday and Sunday.  We hope to 

establish a minibus management team.  We are still looking for more volunteers if anyone is interested in helping out every 

3/4 weeks.   

 

ST. JOHNõS 300 CLUB.  Congratulations to the winners of the August Draw :  No. 17 D. Hume  £30 and No. 271  D. 

Ward £20.   (Drawn by John Murphy). 

 

SVDP SALTCOATS/STEVENSTON. The Annual Ozanam Mass and Blessing of the Sick will take place on Thursday 

15th September ) at 7pm in St Maryõs Church. If you require transport, a sheet is in both Church Porches for names and 

addresses. Hospitality in the Hall after Mass. All Welcome.  

 

FIONA CROW.  Shares her faith in her songsñLive in concert, Mansfield Trinity Church, Kilwinning.  Doors open at 

7pm for 7.30pm.  Tickets priced at £5 and are available from Janie Neilly 07710251483.   

 

KEY FOUND.  Can be collected from St Johnõs Sacristy.   

 

RAINBOWS.  Will start again tomorrow (Monday) in St Maryõs Parish Hall. 

 

ST MARYõS CHILDRENõS LITURGY.  Lauren is looking forward to welcoming the children today. 

 

NATIONAL YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO WHITHORN.  Young Catholics from across Scotland will make a Pilgrimage 

to St Ninianõs Cave on Sunday 18th September.  For more information and an application form contact the parish office or 

contact Fr Stephen McGrattan on info@stephenmcgrattan.org.uk or 01290 421031.  Also see Galloway Catholic Youth on 

Facebook. 

 

CATHEDRAL SUNG EVENING PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF ST NINIAN.  Evening Prayer of the Church will be 

sung in St Margaretõs Cathedral, Ayr next Sunday (11th) at 6pm.  You will be very welcome. 

 

HELP WITH GARDENS.  The Advocacy Project, which is based in New Street, Stevenston, wondered if  members of  

the churches could help some of the people they are supporting to tidy/clear up their gardens and get them started.  This 

could present another good opportunity for members of our different churches to work together and to demonstrate some 

practical Christian care for people in our community.   Please phone David Wilson of the High Kirk if you are interested in 

helping even in a small way. His numbers are 01294 604104 or 07964122161. Thank you.  

 

MARYõS MEALS.  Are still looking for the following items:- hand towels, coloured pencils, pencil cases, sharpeners, jot-

ters, small balls, dessert spoons and toothpaste. If you would like to donate ANY items please leave them in the box in both 

church porches. Thank you again for your generosity.  

 

ST PETERõS CHILDRENõS CENTRE.   Funded places are available for immediate start children aged 3years or over. 

Children who are 3 before 28th February 2017 can register for a place now. For further information please call Josephine 

Coulter 473030 or 602179. 

 

FOOD BANK, SALTCOATS.  The food bank will continue to be open from 12 noon until 2pm each Tuesday, at the Sal-

vation Army Hall.    

 

NA FOOD BANK, STEVEN STON.   The Foodbank is open on Tuesday and Thursday from 4pm till 5pm in the parish 

hall. There is also a plate of soup and a roll available on Tuesdays.  

 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORK OF MIC HAEL MCGRATH.  Mass of Thanksgiving for the work that 

Michael McGrath has contributed to Catholic Education in Scotland will take place in Our Lady of Good Aid Cathedral at 

7pm on the 14th September followed by refreshments in St Brideõs hall.  

 

AMORIS  LÆTITIA (The Joy of Love)  SOME CHALLENGES.  The responses given to the two pre-synodal consulta-

tions spoke of a great variety of situations and the new challenges that they pose.  In addition to those already mentioned, 

many of the respondents pointed to the problems families face in raising children.  In many cases, parents come home ex-

hausted, not wanting to talk, and many families no longer even share a common meal.  Distractions abound, including an 

addiction to television.  This makes it all the more difficult for parents to hand on the faith to their children.  Other respons-

es pointed to the effect of severe stress on families, who often seem more caught up with securing their future than with 

enjoying the present. This is a broader cultural problem, aggravated by fears about steady employment, finances and the 

future of children.  THE HOLY  FATHER FRANCIS (Para 50 ) 
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